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“Jacques d’Amboise showed me how to 
believe in the limitless capabilities of every 
child. In his classes, the shy dancer hiding 
in the back became the most important 
one. Jacques would not teach the next step 
until he had everyone giving 100 percent 
and the boy lurking in the background 
was dancing front and center. It was his 
extraordinary commitment to the success 
of the whole class that truly transformed 
children’s lives.

The enduring lessons of Jacques 
d’Amboise and the teaching techniques 
he developed through the National Dance 
Institute, will continue guiding the spirit 
and work of NC Arts in Action. Jacques 
reminded us always that the arts should 
be taught in schools and be at the center 
of our lives, and that if we surround 
children with the best, we will get the best 
out of them. Continuing to have highly 

trained teaching artists, who love, respect, 
and believe in the limitless capabilities 
of children, will guarantee our program’s 
success and that of the students.

In memory of Jacques, and as a tribute to 
his brilliance as a dancer, teacher, mentor, 
and scholar, we have established a special 
fund to help support the yearly cost of 
our professional training through the 
National Dance Institute in New York. Any 
contribution given in Jacques’ memory 
will help ensure that NC Arts in Action 
teaching artists have the tools necessary 
to maintain the excellence of our program.

I have eternal gratitude for Jacques, who 
always made me feel like dancing.”

MARLON TORRES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NC AIA

Jacques Changed Us
A TRIBUTE TO JACQUES D’AMBOISE

Jacques d’Amboise, the founder of National Dance Institute (NDI) in New York City,  

passed away on May 2 at age 86. NC AIA is an affiliate of NDI. Marlon Torres trained  

under Jacques and had partnered with him for the past 15 years.
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This year we reached a total of 839 
students across five schools in Wake 
County, two schools in Durham, and  
one school in Chapel Hill.

With the onset of COVID, NC AIA 
replaced its in-school dance program 
with virtual programming in our schools. 
From September 2020 to January 2021 
we offered an online, virtual program 
with synchronous, live sessions for Holt 
and Lakewood Elementary schools. 
Supported by Durham Public Schools 
this program was offered over four 
months as a district-wide initiative called 
Wellness Wednesdays. Our team taught 
virtual classes live streamed from our 
homes. We also made our entire “Dream 
Big” theme curriculum available online 
on our website, including instructional 
videos and activities for children and 
families. Students joined us to learn 
about notable women in North  
Carolina’s history through dance and  
live music and about women who were 
at the forefront of the equal rights and 
desegregation movements.

Instead of live performances at the 
schools, the culminating projects were 
compiled into a class video and shared 
on the final week of class. Families, 
students, and classroom teachers were 
able to view the class project and 
celebrate our children. The program  
was offered using Google Meet and all 
live lessons were integrated into  
the school’s curriculum.

Our school partners at Wake County 
schools—Millbrook, York, Wakelon, 
Green, and Rogers Lane—began their 
virtual residencies in January. Rashkis 
Elementary School students in Chapel 
Hill started their virtual residency  
in February.

NC AIA staff trained in the Fall with  
Kay Gayner of the National Dance 
Institute, who offered professional 
development to our staff so we could 
teach effectively online. ☛

NORTH CAROLINA ARTS IN ACTION

20
20

–2
02
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“I think the kids did so great today!   I think there’s something about being remote that makes them even more free. I saw a few pretty shy kids participating. “  

Participating Schools

Holt Elementary  
Language Academy,  
Durham

Lakewood Elementary  
School, Durham

Millbrook Magnet  
Elementary School, Raleigh

J.W. York Elementary 
School, Raleigh 

Wakelon Elementary 
School, Zebulon

Green Elementary 
School, Raleigh

Rogers Lane Elementary 
School, Raleigh

Mel & Zora Rashkis Elementary 
School, Chapel Hill 

Summer Program 
Schools
(all in Durham)

Eastway Elementary
Creekside Elementary
Forest View Elementary
Spring Valley Elementary
Southwest Elementary

2020–2021
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NC AIA also continued with the LEAP 
(Learning Excellence and Perseverance) 
team program by offering hybrid 
classes both in person and online 
throughout the year. The LEAP theme 
followed the school theme of women’s 
suffrage and equal rights but expanded 
it to include stories of North Carolina 
women whose advances made  
national news.

Our LEAP team learned swing dance 
and its origin in Harlem during the 
1920s in the advent of Jazz. They 
practiced swing, and the “Lindy Hop” 
also known as the “Jitterbug.” During 
an inperson dance performance in 
February, the team showcased all of 

the dances they learned this year, 
performing at Burning Coal Theater 
and were filmed for NC AIA’s 15th 
anniversary virtual gala video, which 
was presented in April.

We kicked off our summer 2021 
with programs live in person at 10 
Durham schools as part of Operation 
Summer Learning. Students at each 
participating school learned about 
how things move, animal adaptations, 
conservation, and space exploration. 
Students explored these concepts 
through dance and music and 
performed a final showcase at the  
two-week residency’s end. ☛
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Durham Public Schools  
Summer Program

Ten elementary schools in Durham 
participated in Operation Summer 
Learning in Summer 2021. Each school 
participated in NC AIA’s innovative 
dance education program for two weeks, 
learning about a variety of academic 
concepts through dance and music, while 
building important life skills such as 
teamwork and collaboration. Students 
performed a final showcase at the end of 
the residency.

Instruction was held in June for two 
weeks in Eastway Elementary, Creekside 
Elementary, Forest View Elementary, 
Spring Valley Elementary, and Southwest 

Elementary, with their final showcases  
on June 24 and 25. 

The second summer session, for our 
remaining five Durham schools, began 
on July 19. Participating were students 
at WG Pearson, C.C. Spalding, Eno 
Valley, Hillandale and R.N. Harris. Final 
showcases were July 29 and 30.

In partnership with Durham Public 
Schools, NC AIA supported the 
following goals: address the impact of 
COVID-19 on learning; improve learning 
outcomes by providing summer learning 
opportunities to targeted students; and 
cultivate partnerships to provide every 
student with a joyful, purposeful summer 
learning experience. ☛

I’m just happy 
the kids got to 
participate in 
AIA in some form 
this year—they 
have loved it!—
PRINCIPAL

5
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Theme

Last year’s theme, “Dream Big,” began 
with the story of Dolley Madison, who 
welcomed people into the White House 
and created a sense of community and 
belonging. Also featured in our program 
were Virginia Russell Reaves, a World 
War II nurse from North Carolina, who 
saved many lives on the front lines 
and embodied the spirit of Rosie the 
Riveter. Students also learned about 
Durham-based women Ann Atwater and 
Pauli Murray, who were at the forefront 
of the equal rights and desegregation 
movements. Our journey was told using 
the poetry of Maya Angelou who made 
North Carolina her home, and honored 
other present-day women such as NC 
State graduate and astronaut Christina 
Koch, who holds the record for the 
longest space flight by a woman. The 
show celebrated the 100th year of 
Women’s Voting Rights by highlighting 
exceptional women from North Carolina 
who have made great contributions to 
our society.

6
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We support North Carolina 
Arts in Action because both as 
parents and business owners 
it’s important to us to invest 
in the wellbeing of those 
around us. As an educational 
organization that uses the 
arts, especially dance and 
music, as vehicles to help 
children feel good 
about themselves 
and the work they 
can accomplish 
at school, Arts in 
Action is one of 
the most respected 
nonprofits in the 
Triangle. They 
put a lot of care 
in measuring the 
impact of their 
program, and in 
this last year, they 
have proven to be 
nimble, resourceful, 
and resilient. 

These are the qualities we 
all want to see in our future 
generation and Arts in 
Action has developed a great 
program that helps foster 
these qualities in children. We 
are proud supporters of NC 
Arts in Action and are thrilled 
to see how much they are 

growing. We 
thank the staff 
and its board 
of directors 
for their 
commitment 
to helping 
children reach 
their full 
potential!

LONG-TIME 
DONORS 
SAM KUMAR 
AND MANJRI 
LALL 

Why We Give to NC Arts in Action

Both as parents and business owners 
it’s important to us to invest in the 
wellbeing of those around us. 
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Virtual Gala

With the wonderful assistance of 
Centerline Digital, NC AIA created a 
successful Gala Video that was held on 
April 10 and continues to support our 
development efforts.  

Our evening of entertainment in 
celebration of NC AIA’s 15 years of 
service in the Triangle was hosted by 
Yolanda Rabun with performances from 
our LEAP Team Dancers and featured 
guest artists The Human Jungle Gym. 

Participants had a chance to win a pair of 
14K gold earrings from Diamonds Direct. 
All sponsors and donors of $500 or more 
received a special Event Viewing Gift Box 
with cookies designed by Bakers Street 
Cookies and delivered to them before the 
event began. Proceeds from these Gift 
Boxes went toward delivering 32 teacher 
gifts for our partner schools to thank our 
teachers. 

NC AIA raised $50,352 from the event.

8

Arts in Action is accepting of everyone. All the 
energy, they take, they love it and turn it into 
a positive. A lot of times my son likes to take 
a leadership role, even offering information 
to the teachers, and as a parent I’m like “Oh 
my goodness.” But for him, that’s a part of 
his personality and I love that Arts in Action 
respects that.—PARENT

Video Stills from Centerline Digital



Program Impact
With support from The Link Group, we engaged 
in formal research with the cooperation of 
Wake County Public Schools.

Primary Research Question
What impact does the NC AIA program 
have on children’s development of skills 
necessary for success in school and in life 
and is it sustainable one year post program 
participation?

Hypothesis
We believed the study would demonstrate 
that all program participants, particularly those 
with lower socioeconomic status, benefit 
from the NC AIA program by becoming more 
engaged learners and in developing skills 
critical to navigating aspects or their life inside 
and outside of the classroom and that this 
experience would continue to have impact  
one year post program participation.

Evaluation Results 
Our teacher surveys showed that one of the 
most important aspects of the program is its 
ability to increase confidence in students. This 
increase in confidence translates into students’ 
work in the classroom. Teachers continue to 
report that children seem more focused and 
more confident in their ability to do work in 
the classroom after participating in NC Arts 
in Action. Teachers identify three key benefits 
of the NC AIA residency for their students: 
Creating student self-confidence, building unity 
and community and supporting academic 
curriculum. In addition to students performing 
better in math and social studies after their 
participation in NC AIA, nearly all students — 
87% — report feeling good about coming to 
school on NC AIA days in comparison to 59%  
on non-NC AIA days.

RESILIENCE
WE LIVE WHAT WE TEACH
ALWAYS BE RESPECTFUL

ALWAYS GIVE 100 PERCENT
NEVER GIVE UP
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BY THE NUMBERS 

 
 

 

NC AIA’s Fiscal Year 2021

Foundation Grants 

 $451,345.00   

Individual Support 

 $66,856.00   
 

Corporate & Event Sponsorships 
 $135,111.00   

 

Earned Income 

$78,010.00

Government 

 $48,448.00   
 

Total Revenue 

 $779,770.00   
 

 
Program Expense 

 $410,250.00   
 

Fundraising & Marketing 

 $47,946.00   
 

Administration 

 $56,615.00   

Total Expense 

   $514,811.00

Added to Reserves for Program Expanson   $264,959.00   
 

 

Program 

Expense

Added to

Reserves 

for Program 

Expansion

Fundraising

& Marketing

A
dm

in
.

Foundation

GrantsCorporate

& Event

Sponsorships

G
ovt.

Individual 

Support

Earned

Income

“It gave my child 
the opportunity for 
socialization and 
exercise. It helped 
bridge times of 
the year where 
there were no 
other opportunities 
available due to the 
pandemic. I saw a 
big impact. She has 
come a long way 
with socializing with 
others and making 
new friends.”—
PARENT

Photos by D
isha D

ew
an



Thank you for being a  
club member this year  
(July 1, 2020—June 30, 2021).

PAINT THE SKY | $25,000 +
Durham County Public Schools
The Grable Foundation
William R. Kenan, Jr.  
 Charitable Trust
Mead Family Foundation
Vera Tayeh
Wake County Public  
 School System

HIGH KNEES | $10,000 +
American Dance Movement
Mary Duke Biddle Foundation
Centerline Digital
Fenwick Foundation
A.J. Fletcher Foundation
F. M. Kirby Foundation
Gipson Family Foundation
Howard Perry and Walston  
 Foundation
Betty Kenan
Thomas Kenan III
Kilpatrick Townsend and  
 Stockton LLP
McLendon-Whittington  
 Family Fund
National Endowment for the Arts
North Carolina Arts Council
 

Orange County Arts Commission
Charles and Ann Sanders
Mindy and Guy Solie

CLAP AROUND THE WORLD | 
$5,000 +
Bertsch Family Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.
Durham Arts Council, Inc.
John F. Kennedy Center- VSA
Sam Kumar and Manjri Lall
LabCorp
Martin Marietta
Morgan Creek Foundation
Rolander Family Foundation
Truist Foundation
United Arts Council

LEAPS AND BOUNDS | $2,500+
Anonymous 
Blue Cross of NC Foundation 
David Callis
Luz Estelia Corredor and Jack Brier
Foundation for the Carolinas
John and Judy Erwin
Alice and Trig Horton
Lovett Foundation
Rashkis Elementary School
Silverback Foundation Inc.
Smith Anderson Blount
Triangle Community Foundation
US Foods

KEEP ‘EM DANCING | $1,000 +
Anonymous
Jeff Basham and Susan Garrity
Lori Black and James Green
Chris and Sarah Capel
Tia Carmon
Chatham County Arts Council
Duke Doing Good in 
 the Neighborhood 
Durham Public School Foundation
Ericsson Foundation
Stephen Feldman and  
 Leah Friedman
Glenwood Agency
Help Us Help Others Foundation
Emil and Lisa Kang
Leigh Kirby Klein
Lakewood Elementary School
Shawna and Brian Lemon
The Noël Foundation
NC Business Committee
Nitta Gelatin NA Inc.
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP
Tricia and Stuart Phoenix
Raleigh Green Gables LLC
Laura Schanberg
Jodi Schwartz and Charles Long
Mary and Gerry Sibrack
Tracy and Jim Strong
Kim Stuntz
Tergus Pharma
Elisabeth and Lars von Kantzow
York Elementary School

STEP KICK | $500 +
Ashok Abhayakumar  
 and Leena Rao 
Laura and Scott Bayzle
Eleanor and James Ferguson
Furniture Lab
Robert and Linda Grew
Michael and Eileen Hendren
William Hooper
Hopper Piano Company, Inc.
Keith and Chancy Kapp
La Maison and Trellis
Nasher Museum of Art
North State Bank
Sharon Goldenberg  
 and Jeffrey LaRiche
Donna and Ian Mehr
Sravan Narayan and Disha Dewan
Larry and Debbie Robbins
Harry Rosenberg
Robert Schantz
Jennifer and Christopher  
 Scully-Thurston
Paul and Navreet Singh
Laura Solie
Marlon Torres and Robert Pedigo
Trinity Properties
Wegmans

FREE STYLE | $250+
Carol and Robert Bilbro
Shu Chuan Chou and Jaim-Jou Lai
Ruth Barach Cox
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Ann and Rhodes Craver
Sandra Deutsch Crane 
Lucy Daniels
Ernie Barnes,  
 The Art Department LLC
Thomas and Shauna Farmer
Howard and Beryl Feldman
Debbie and Sheldon Fox
Greater Gifts Consulting
Emily Hill
Dan and Mary Hughes
Joan Caviness and Scot Huber
Doug and Stefanie Kahn
David and Christine Kushner
Lyna J. Rogers Fund of TCF
Kirsten Oshinsky
Josephine Ward Patton
PopTopiks
Gary and Gerrie Richards
Susan and David Rosenberg
Michael Smith
John Solie
Jeremy and Sally Stander
Elizabeth Taylor and Jim Palmer
Torey and Eric Wahlstrom

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS | $100+
George and Kathy Auman
Aileen Marie Barry
Sarah Basham
Robert Berthiaume
Thomas and Elizabeth Caine

Sarah Carroll
Frank Konhaus and Ellen Cassilly
Kenneth Chandler
Beverley Clark
Kristina Clossick
ShaLeigh Comerford
Jorge Corredor and Eleanora Garces
Samantha Corte
Angela Cottrell
Kate Currin
Kim and Ken Demery 
Shashi Kant Dewan  
 and Shashi Dewan
A. Anson and M’Liss Dorrance
Jim Dorsett
David and Lydia Drutz
James and Betsy Duncan
Mary Fitzgerald
Dan Gaugert and Terry Harper
Gayle Hagler
Harvey Gunter and Laura Grunert
Leon Herndon
Michelle Hile
Crayne and Susan Howes
Timothy LaRiche
Nancy Leroy
Linda and Charles Long
Cindy and Steven Lochbaum
Erika Lusk
Raleigh and Betsy Mann
Steve Marshall
James and Linda Martin

Jessica McCann
Neill McLeod
Diana Mead
Bonnie Medinger
Lori Millberg and John Millberg
Sharon Moe
Elliott Nelson
Virginia and Robert Price
Sarah Putterman
Nicole Regna
Margaret Rich
Kara Rudd
Stephen Schewel
Nancy Alyea Schiebel
Betty and John Schwering
Robert T.K. Scully
Douglas and Susan Sept
Warren Smith
Nancy Sumner
Mary Ann Thomas
Tom Tom Foundation
Katarina von Kantzow Cape
Christian von Kantzow
Kathryn Wade
Susanna Wallenberger
Ann and Ron Wooten

IN KIND DONATIONS
Centerline Digital
City Ballet
Carolina Ballet
Diamonds Direct

The Link Group
Jennifer Scully-Thurston
Jodi Schwartz and Charles Long
 
If a gift is omitted or incorrectly 
noted, please accept our  
apology and notify us at  
info@ncartsinaction.org
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We thank our generous corporate sponsors  
and foundations that gave this year 
(July 1, 2020—June 30, 2021).

A.J. Fletcher Foundation

American Dance Movement

Bertsch Family Charitable Foundation

Blue Cross of NC Foundation

Carolina Ballet

Centerline Digital

Chatham County Arts Council

City Ballet

Diamonds Direct

Durham Arts Council, Inc.

Durham County Public Schools

Durham Public School Foundation

Ericsson Foundation

Ernie Barnes, The Art Department LLC

F. M. Kirby Foundation

Fenwick Foundation

Furniture Lab

Gipson Family Foundation

Glenwood Agency

Greater Gifts Consulting

Help Us Help Others Foundation

Hopper Piano Company, Inc.

Howard Perry and Walston Foundation

John F. Kennedy Center- VSA

Kilpatrick Townsend and Stockton LLP

LabCorp

Lakewood Elementary School

Lovett Foundation

Lyna J. Rogers Fund of TCF

Martin Marietta

Mary Duke Biddle Foundation

McLendon-Whittington Family Fund

Mead Family Foundation

Morgan Creek Foundation

Nasher Museum of Art

National Endowment of the Arts

NC Business Committee

Nitta Gelatin NA Inc.

Noël Foundation 
North Carolina Arts Council

North State Bank

Orange County Arts Commission

Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP

PopTopiks

Raleigh Green Gables LLC

Rashkis Elementary School

Rolander Family Foundation

Silverback Foundation Inc.

Smith Anderson Blount

Tergus Pharma

The Grable Foundation

The Link Group

The Noel Foundation

Tom Tom Foundation

Trinity Properties

Truist Foundation

United Arts Council

US Foods

Wake County Public School System

Wegmans

William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust

York Elementary School

Jacques was a 
truly magical 
person and it 
is hard to  
comprehend 
the number of 
people he has 
touched. —LAURA 
SCHANBERG, 
M.D., NC AIA 
SUPPORTER
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Lars von Kantzow | Board Chair
Retired CEO, 
Nomaco & Nomacorc;  
former CEO,  
Pergo North America-Durham

Christopher Capel, JD
Partner,  
Smith Anderson Law Firm

Jeffrey LaRiche, MA
Former President/CEO,  
Castle Worldwide

Shawna Cannon Lemon, PhD, JD
Patent Attorney,  
Stanek Lemon Crouse & Meeks, PA

Kim Stuntz | Treasurer
Director of Accounting,  
Nitta Gelatin NA Inc.

Jodi Schwartz | Secretary
Account Executive, Founder  
Centerline Digital

Vera Tayeh MSW, LCSW
Human Services Senior Practitioner

Laura Bayzle, MBA
Vice President, The Link Group

Mindy Solie, MS
Community Activist

Susan Garrity
Community Activist

Judy Erwin, JD
Community Activist

Leah Friedman
Owner, 
Raleigh Green Gables  
Professional Organizers

Tracy Strong, JD
Senior Vice President, Compliance  
and Chief Privacy Officer,  
LabCorps of America

LJ Yarborough, MBA
President,  
YAMS, LLC

Marlon Torres, MBA, PMP, CAE
Executive Director, Artistic Director, 
North Carolina Arts in Action
ex officio

Board of Directors2020–2021
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It’s really amazing what we can do 
with just a little bit of money; we 
reach thousands of children every 
year.” —BOARD MEMBER AND MAJOR 
SUPPORTER MINDY SOLIE

Photos by (clockwise from top) Disha Dewan, Robert Pedigo and MaryBeth 
Carpenter; Front and back cover photos by MaryBeth Carpenter; Back cover 
cut in photo by Disha Dewan



Advisory Board

Wanda Boone, Ph.D 
Executive Director and 
Founder, Together for 
Resilient Youth

Beverley Clark, JD 
Former Wake County  
School Board member

Angela Cooper
Principal, Wakelon 
Elementary School

Eileen Cowel
Vice President and 
Marketing Specialist 
SunTrust, Central  
Carolina Region

Melanie Doerner, JD
Executive Director, 
Community Music 
School

Susan Herst, MBA
Partner, Urban Durham 
Realty

Emily Hill
Development Director, Eno 
River Association

James Hopkins, MEd
Principal, Lakewood 
Elementary School

Brandon Ives
Managing Director, Brasco 
Design and Marketing

Nicole Oxendine, MA
Director of Dance 
Department, Hillside  
High School

Tricia Phoenix
Community Activist

Star Sampson
Retired Principal, Holt 
Elementary Language 
Academy

Dianne Sellers
Former Commissioner, 
North Carolina Industrial 
Commission

Mary Sibrack, PhD
Clinical Psychologist

Marlon Torres | Executive and Artistic Director
Doug Largent | Music Director
Tiana Sutton | Senior Teaching Artist
Suzi Landis | Lead Teaching Artist
Disha Dewan | Development Director
Jennifer Scully-Thurston | Program Manager
Kim Demery | Project Manager LEAP Team
Rachel Lee | Teaching Artist LEAP Team
Sue Smith | Teaching Artist
Anekia (TaChe) Hooker | Teaching Artist
Paige Logan | Teaching Artist
Melanie Exum | Teaching Assistant
Alicia Castrogiovanni | Teaching Assistant
Chris Thompson | Teaching Assistant
Joe MacPhail | Musician
Grant Osborne | Musician
Julie Bradley | Musician
Casey Overton | Musician
Diane Petteway | Musician
MaryBeth Carpenter | Senior Fundraising Consultant, Grantwriter
Trish Landensack | Accountant

St
aff

2020–2021

15

Photos by Ken Demery 
Photography (top) and 
MaryBeth Carpenter 



for your continued support. 
Please donate today by check or 
online www.ncartsinaction.org 
or NC Arts in Action, PO Box 51277, 
Durham, NC 27717

THANKS

OUR MISSION

NC AIA uses dance, music and 
performance to instill self-esteem, 
perseverance, and excellence in 
children. Our vision is to bring the 
NC AIA program to fourth grade 
children who might not otherwise 
have the opportunity to participate 
in the performing arts and benefit 
from the life skills they teach and 
inspire. 

NC Arts in Action is an 
internationally acclaimed in-school, 
curriculum-based performing arts 
program for elementary students. 
The program develops life skills 
such as self-esteem, teamwork, and 
focus among underserved students 
in Title 1 schools. We provide 
dance teaching from highly trained 
instructors, live music, and allow 
students rigorous exercise. NC AIA 
benefits schools across  
the Triangle. 

On behalf of the 
Board, Staff, and 
children we serve, 
thank you for 
your support. NC 
AIA believes that 
participation in the 
arts promotes self-
confidence, builds 
self-esteem, self-
discipline, tenacity 
and a commitment  
to excellence. 
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INSPIRING  PERFORMANCE

EMPOWERING  CHILDREN


